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May Memory Be A Blessing 

Introduction 

Remembering and forgetting are elemental, living materials of the world like sea and dry land, 
says the poet, Yehuda Amichai. Like water and earth, remembering and forgetting each has a place 
in the ecology of living, although memory is privileged over forgetting. May memory be a blessing, 
we say. We say no such thing about forgetting although we are reminded time and again by poets 
and sages that forgetting can also be a blessing. 

The statement, May memory be a blessing, might be a hope, prayer, invitation, or challenge. The 
phrase usually follows only by a breath (or by a comma) the name of the departed: “So-and-So, 
may her memory be a blessing.” It is as though that phrase becomes our collective family name, 
says Amichai; making us kin and company in a common effort to make memory a blessing. 

Remembering and keeping go hand in hand. An ancient teacher opined that Jacob remembered 
Joseph’s dreams by picking up a reed pen and noting the moment. Remember the Sabbath (Exodus 
20:8) and keep the Sabbath (Deuteronomy 5:12) Ancient sages taught that these two commands 
were spoken by God in the same utterance. Both conspire to preserve the Sabbath beyond historical 
or scientific memory. The Sabbath Kiddush begins the day by invoking and evoking memories of 
the world’s creation and of the exodus from Egypt—memories carry truth, regardless of whether 
they carry fact. 

The Hasidic master, Sefat Emet, reminds us that through the Sabbath we remember our way to the 
past, and to the future. 
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Memory is always changing, says Amichai.  Pristine, unchanged memory, is only to be found 
sealed and preserved within the amber of forgetting. A memory forgotten is eternally at rest; 
memory renewed can redeem us from one Egypt and the next. Such memory is a source of blessing 
and a resource for ongoing creative living. Everyone’s capacity for memory—whether whole like 
the second tablets from Sinai or fragmented like the first set—is a treasure to be carried in the Ark 
throughout the journey. 

We are commanded: You shall remember all of the journey... (Deuteronomy 8:2). Said the Sefat 
Emet, remembering all of the journey means remembering more than the map which reveals only 
measurable distance. We have the capacity to remember the immeasurable journey in space, time, 
and soul—categories of spiritual existence for the Sefat Emet that are beyond measure. In these 
worlds, memory tells us that there is more truth in the journey than has ever been found. The 
memory that fills and overflows in this way is a blessing. 

Through the story of the binding of Isaac, Amichai reflects that when someone forgets details of 
the journey we fill in the story as we remember it; creating new memory. Perhaps father Isaac had 
already forgotten some of his harrowing journey to the altar of his intended sacrifice. But his 
children remember, restore, and reassemble the story for him—and even more so, for themselves. 

A verse from Proverbs teaches that the memory of the righteous is a blessing (Proverbs 10:7). But 
from the time of the Bible onward, Jewish discourse has never insisted on the qualifier, righteous. 
Zichrono/ah liv’racha, may his/her memory be a blessing, is enough. That which is remembered 
for the good testifies on behalf of someone’s most upright qualities that can become a blessing for 
those who remember. 

According to the Talmud and its commentators, the impulse to make memory a blessing must 
surely predate King Solomon and his Book of Proverbs. Indeed, they tell us, making memory a 
blessing was behind God’s remarkable thinking-out-loud moment that we overhear regarding the 
fate of Sodom: Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do… since all the nations of the 
world are to be blessed through him (Genesis 18:17-18)? Abraham’s memory must be a blessing, 
an exemplary model of behavior for future generations. 

The name, Abraham, still carries blessing. The Sefat Emet teaches that the memory of a name 
celebrates the past even as the story of that name, remembered for a blessing, contributes to the 
future.  Living up to—and into—a name inherited makes a life into a blessing enacted and 
extended. 

Says the midrash, when someone dies, memory bridges from this world to the next. When the 
student teaches the teacher’s Torah, the lips of that departed move in the grave, reciting the shared 
Torah. Living words in two living worlds make memory a blessing. 

Amichai never wants us to forget the blessing of that can come from forgetting. In Israel especially, 
says the poet, memory can be a paralyzing and constraining burden from which one cannot escape. 
Perhaps the vast institutional reminders of mountains, gardens, synagogues, streets, and more, can 
shoulder the burden of remembering for a while, so that the poet can rest. 
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The paradox of remembering and forgetting appears yet again in Amichai’s poetry. Sometimes 
memory is a blessing; sometimes it is a blessing to forget. Pristine memory can only be preserved 
within forgetting, the only environment within which an absolute memory is safe from change. 
Although, if it cannot be accessed, is the “memory” a memory, after all? The paradox upon which 
the poet insists appears in ancient rabbinic law: There is one commandment that can only be 
fulfilled by forgetting. 
 
For two generations, says Amichai, forgetting is part of the organic material of active 
remembering. Forgetting shapes and prunes the tree of a life. But the third generation—critically 
distant from the life shaping experiences of forebears—must schematize, ritualize, and reconstruct 
memory, and maintain it with rigor and consistency. 
 
When someone dies, says Amichai, the dam of a life has broken and a person’s past breaks through 
into the future. Evidence of a life—possessions, records, documents, stories from all angles—burst 
through with critical power that carries mourners forward in complicated, uncontrollable, 
emotional, and powerful ways. The process of mourning is to make that life “one” and coherent 
within the lives of those who remember so that the memory—zecher—of the dam—secher—will 
be a blessing. 
 
Although forgetting is part of the world’s necessary living material, we still derive comfort in the 
claim that somewhere those forgotten things still reside.  Perhaps we will one day recover them 
from a found photo or through a chain of stories, in the face of another, in a certain smell, melody, 
or sensation. Our central memorial prayer begins, “May God Remember…” God remembers all 
forgotten things, says one New Year prayer. 
 
Finally, comes the voice of the Talmudic epilogue to learning, recited when we take our leave of 
a tractate or a theme studied thoroughly. We animate the beloved learning, declaring our 
commitment to remembering the text within life’s context. We hope to be remembered by the text 
as well; our life experiences illuminate the pages of the text, even as the text helps to make sense 
of our lives. We pray that we will never forget our learning, nor be forgotten by it; neither in this 
world, nor in the world to come. 
 

Rabbi Steven G. Sager 
Director of Sicha 
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The World Is Full Of Remembering And Forgetting 

 ָהעֹוָלם ָמֵלא ְזִכיָרה ְוִׁשְכָחה
 ְּכמֹו ָים ְוַיָּבָׁשה. ִלְפָעִמים ַהִּזָּכרֹון

 ַהּמּוֶצֶקת ְוַהַּקֶיֶמתהּוא ַהַּיָּבָׁשה 
 ְוִלְפָעִמים ַהִּזָּכרֹון הּוא ַהָּים ֶׁשְּמַכֶּסה ַהֹּכל

 ְּכמֹו ַּבַּמּבּול ְוַהִׁשְכָחה ִהיא ַהַּיָּבָׁשה ַמִּציָלה ְּכמֹו ֲאָרָרט.
 
The world is full of remembering and forgetting 
as with sea and dry land. Sometimes memory 
is the dry land, firm and founded 
and sometimes memory is the sea that covers everything 
like the flood and forgetting is the saving dry ground like Arrarat. 
 
Yeduda Amichai/Sager 
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One and Only One Door 
 ַהֶּדֶלת ָהַאַחת ְוַהְיִחיָדה

 ִהיא ָיְצָאה ַּבֶּדֶלת ָהַאַחת ְוַהְיִחיָדה
 ֶׁשַּדְרָּכּה יֹוְצִאים ָּכל ַהֵּמִתים ִמן ָהעֹוָלם.

 זֹו אֹוָתּה ַהֶּדֶלת ָהַאַחת ְוַהְיִחיָדה
 ֶׁשַּדְרָּכּה ִנְכָנִסים ָלעֹוָלם.

 
 ְוֵׁשם ִמְׁשַּפְחָּתּה ֶהָחָדׁש

 ְּכמֹו ֶׁשל ֻּכָּלם:
 ִזְכרֹוָנּהִלְבָרָכה.

 
 ְׁשָמּה ַהָּמֵלא ֵמַעְכָׁשו ְוַעד ִלְתִחַּית ַהֵּמִתים:

 ְפִריָדה ִזְכרֹוָנּהִלְבָרָכה.
 
She left through the one and only door 
by which all the dead leave the world. 
The same one and only door 
by which we enter the world. 
 
And her new family name 
like everyone else: 
mayhermemorybeablessing 
 
Her full name from now until the resurrection of the dead: 
Frieda mayhermemorybeablessing. 
 
Yeduda Amichai/Sager 
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Keep And Remember 

ר ר ֶאת־ַהָּדָבֽ יו ָׁשַמ֥ יו ְוָאִב֖  .ַוְיַקְנאּו־֖בֹו ֶאָח֑

Now his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter. (Genesis 37:11) 

 

ר … יו ָׁשַמ֥ רְוָאִב֖ ָנַטל קֹוְלמֹוס ְוָכַתב ְּבֵאיֶזה יֹום ּוְבֵאיֶזה ָׁשָעה : ָאַמר ַרִּבי ֵלִוי -ֶאת־ַהָּדָבֽ
 .ּוְבֵאיֶזה ָמקֹום

…but his father kept the matter - Said Rabbi Levi: He [Jacob] took up a quill and noted the day, 
the hour, and the place. (Genesis Rabbah 84:12) 

 

ת ְלַקְּדֽׁשֹוָז֛כֹור   .ֶאת־֥יֹום ַהַּׁשָּב֖

Remember the Sabbath day to sanctify it. (Exodus 
20:8) 

 

ת ְלַקְּדׁ֑שֹו  ָׁש֛מֹור ֶאת־֥יֹום ַהַּׁשָּב֖

Keep the Sabbath day to sanctify it. (Deuteronomy 
5:12) 

 

 .ֶנֱאָמרּוְׁשֵניֶהם ְּבִדּבּור ֶאָחד ּוְבֵּתיָבה ַאַחת . ּוָבִראׁשֹונֹות הּוא אֹוֵמר ָזכֹור -ָׁשמֹור

Keep—whereas in the earlier commandments of Exodus 20 it says, remember. Both were spoken 
in one utterance and with one word. (Rashi on Deuteronomy 5:12) 

 

 
Keep and remember in one divine word ָׁשמֹור ְוָזכֹור ְּבִדּבּור ֶאָחד 

So was the one God’s command clearly heard ִהְׁשִמיָענּו ֵאל ַהְמיּוָחד. 
 
L’cha Dodi, Shlomo HaLevi Alkabetz  
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Kiddush for Erev Shabbat ִקּדּוׁש ְלֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת 
 

 ַוְיִהי ֶעֶרב ַוְיִהי ֹבֶקר
ַּבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי ַוְיַכל ֱא�ִהים .  ַוְיֻכּלּו ַהָּׁשַמִים ְוָהָאֶרץ ְוָכל ְצָבָאם.  יֹום ַהִּׁשיִׁשי

ַוְיָבֵרך .  ַוִּיְׁשּבֹות ַּבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי ִמָּכל ְמַלאְכּתֹו ֲאֶׁשר ָעָׂשה. ְמַלאְכּתֹו ֲאֶׁשר ָעָׂשה
ִּכי בֹו ָׁשַבת ִמָּכל ְמַלאְכּתֹו ֲאֶׁשר ָּבָרא , ֱא�ִהים ֶאת יֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי ַוְיַקֵּדׁש ֹאתֹו

 .ֱא�ִהים ַלֲעׂשֹות
 
[In a whisper:] And there was evening and morning 
The sixth day. The heaven and the earth were finished, and all their array. On the seventh day God 
finished the work that He had been doing, and He ceased on the seventh day from all the work that 
He had done. And God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, because on it God ceased 
from all the work of creation that He had done. (Genesis 1:31-2:3) 
 

Baruch/Overflowing are you, Adonai, ָּברּוך ַאָּתה ה' 
our God, Sovereign of the world  ָהעֹוָלםֱא�ֵהינּו ֶמֶלך 
creator of the fruit of the vine. ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָּגֶפן. 
Baruch/Overflowing are you, Adonai, ָּברּוך ַאָּתה ה' 
our God, Sovereign of the world ֱא�ֵהינּו ֶמֶלך ָהעֹוָלם 
who singled us out with commandments ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו 
favored us ְוָרָצה ָבנּו 
and his holy Shabbat ְוַׁשָּבת ָקְדׁשֹו 
with love and favor ְּבַאֲהָבה ּוְבָרצֹון 
endowed us ִהְנִחיָלנּו 
a reminder of the acts of creation. ִזָּכרֹון ְלַמֲעֵׂשה ְבֵראִׁשית. 
For this day preeminent among  ְּתִחיָלהִּכי הּוא יֹום 
holy seasons ְלִמְקָרֵאי קֹוֶדׁש 
commemorates going forth from Egypt. ֵזֶכר ִלְיִציַאת ִמְצָרִים. 
You have chosen us  ִָּכי ָבנּו ָבַחְרּת 
and singled us out  ְָואֹוָתנּו ִקַּדְׁשּת 
among all peoples! ִמָּכל ָהַעִמים! 
Your holy Shabbat �ְוַׁשַּבת ָקְדְׁש 
in love and favor ְּבַאֲהָבה ּוְבָרצֹון 
  
you have bequeathed to us. ִהְנַחְלָּתנּו. 
Baruch/Overflowing are you, Adonai, ָּברּוך ַאָּתה ה' 
who makes Shabbat holy. ְמַקֵּדׁש ַהַׁשָּבת. 
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A Reminder Of Creation And Of Freedom 

The people of Israel said: “Show us an example of the World To Come so that we will understand, as 
children of this world, how to live there.” God responded to this request by giving Israel the Shabbat—a 
taste of the World To Come within this world. For that reason, we say that Shabbat is a zikaron l’ma-asei 
v’reisheet, a reminder of the works of creation. At first blush, we are surprised: Why do the works of 
creation require a reminder?  After all, we see the works of creation in the world’s daily existence! Of what 
must we be reminded? The explanation is that in the future, in the World To Come, Shabbat will be the 
only reminder of the work week. 

Now, every Shabbat, we move from this world to live in that World To Come reality. We forget the work-
a-day world and join ourselves to that which flows from the World To Come; a flow and takes the shape of 
a this-worldly day.  Remember the Sabbath day is a remembering so deep that it is impossible to forget; a 
remembering that goes back to creation and also forward to the World To Come. It is a remembering that 
is remembered by forgetting the week that has passed. And it is a remembering not to be forgotten in the 
week to come. Rather, it is a remembering towards the future, towards the next taste of the World To Come. 
Anticipated and remembered, Shabbat draws us, even as it is drawn from the World To Come. Zikaron 
l’ma-asei v’reisheet, a reminder of the works of creation—Such a remembering that is also a forgetting can 
be nothing other than the World To Come. 

The extent to which we can remember Shabbat during the week of creating, is the measure of our ability to 
forget the week of creating during Shabbat.  And that ability to free ourselves for the Shabbat taste of the 
World To Come is also a zecher li-yetiziat Mitzrayim, a recollection of going forth from Egypt. (Sefat Emet 
on Exodus chapter 20, from January 1896 and 1897. Interpretive translations by Rabbi Steven Sager) 

 

Who Will Remember? By What Means Do We Keep? 

 ,ַּבֶּמה ְמַׁשְּמִרים ִּבְכָלל ָּבעֹוָלם?  ּוַבֶּמה ְמַׁשְּמִרים ִזָּכרֹון?  ּוִמי ִיְזֹּכר
 ְּבֹחם ָּגֹבַּה ּוְבַהְקָּפָאה ֲעֻמָּקה, ְמַׁשְּמִרים ְּבֶמַלח ּוְבֻסָּכר

 .ְּבִיּבּוׁש ּוַבֲחִניָטה, ַּבֲאִטיָמה ֻמְחֶלֶטת
 ֲאָבל ִׁשּמּור ַהִזָּכרֹון ַהּטֹוב ְּביֹוֵתר הּוא

 ְזִכיָרה ַאַחתְלַׁשְּמרֹו ְּבתֹוך ַהִּׁשְכָחה ֶׁשַאף 
 .לֹא ּתּוַכל ְלעֹוָלם ַלְחֹּדר ְלתֹוָכה ּוְלַהְפִריַע ֶאת ְמנּוַחת ַהֶּנַצח ֶׁשל ַהִזָּכרֹון

 
And who will remember?  And by what means do we keep memory?  How do we preserve 
anything in the world? 
We preserve with salt and sugar, high heat and deep freeze 
With vacuum seal, with drying and embalming. 
But the best way of preserving memory is 
To protect it within forgetting so that even a single recollection 
Will be unable to penetrate and disturb the eternal rest of the memory.  
 
Yeduda Amichai/Sager   
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Assembling Fragments of Memory And Meaning 

And the final redemption will be when all the hidden meanings of going forth from Egypt are clarified and 
understood; for the redemption of that day will include all other days of redemptions.  This is what is 
written:  In order that you remember the day of your going out of Egypt all the days of your life…All the 
days of your life include the days of the Messiah (Mishnah Berachot 1:5).  For remembering and recounting 
the Exodus brings the days of the Messiah. 

At the time of going forth from Egypt God had hoped for there to be complete mending and unifying of the 
world—right then—as it would be in the future when, the Lord and His name are one.  But the wicked 
Amalek frustrated Israel as it is written:  Amalek happened upon you along the way [to what should have 
been a different end] (Deuteronomy 25:18).  And, therefore, we must remember his hatred forever.  Indeed, 
he forced upon us all the exiles.  And now, we remember and tell the story of going forth from Egypt year 
after to arouse mending and unifying.  And Amalek’s name is blotted out bit by bit.  That is why we refer 
to the act of this night as Seder for we must return and reorder the story of the going forth from Egypt so 
that it can be mended and ordered and thereby bring about the redemption, quickly and in our day. Amen! 

Rabbi Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter (Sefat Emet), April 1875 

 
 

Carrying Whole Tablets And Fragments 
 

ֶאָחד  -ְמַהְּלִכין ִעם ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַּבִּמְדַּברְּתִני ַרִּבי ְיהּוָדה ַבר ֶאְלָעאי: ְׁשֵני ֲארֹונֹות ָהיּו 
ֶׁשָהְיָתה ַהּתֹוָרה ְנתּוָנה ְּבתֹוכֹו ְוֶאָחד ֶׁשָהיּו ִׁשְבֵרי לּוחֹות ְנתּוִנין ְּבתֹוכֹו. ֶזה 
ֶׁשָהְיָתה ַהּתֹוָרה ְנתּוָנה ְּבתֹוכֹו ָהָיה ֻמָּנח ְּבֹאֶהל מֹוֵעד, ְוֶזה ֶׁשָהיּו ִׁשְבֵרי לּוחֹות 

 ם.ְנתּוִנין ְּבתֹוכֹו ָהָיה ִנְכַנס ְויֹוֵצא ִעָּמהֶ 
 

Rabbi Yehudah bar Ila’i taught: Two arks accompanied Israel in the wilderness- one contained the 
Torah, and in the other were the fragments of the tablets. The one that contained the Torah was 
kept in the Tent of Meeting; and the other that contained the fragments of the tablets would 
accompany them into battle. (Jerusalem Talmud, Shekalim 1:1) 

 
ִּכְדָאַמר ְלהּו ַרִּבי ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ֶּבן ֵלִוי ִלְבֵניּה... ְוִהָּזֲהרּו ְּבָזֵקן ֶׁשָּׁשַכח ַּתְלמּודֹו ֵמֲחַמת 

 אֹוְנסֹו ְּדַאְמִריָנן: לּוחֹות ְוִׁשְבֵרי לּוחֹות מּוָּנחֹות ָּבָארֹון.
 
Said Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi to his children... Be careful when it comes to an elder who has 
forgotten his learning because of his misfortune, for it is said: The tablets as well as the fragments 
of the tablets were placed into the Ark. (Berachot 8b) 
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Remember All Of The Journey 

ִים ֶרץ ִמְצַר֖ ר ָיְֽצ֛אּו ֵמֶא֥ ל ֲאֶׁש֥ י ְבֵנֽי־ִיְׂשָרֵא֗ ֶּלה ַמְסֵע֣ (במדבר לג:א)...  בענין  ֵא֜
ִים. כי הנה הליכות  ֶרץ ִמְצַר֖ ר ָיְֽצ֛אּו ֵמֶא֥ המסעות שנכתבו בתורה וכתיב ֲאֶׁש֥
בני ישראל באלה המסעות היינו שלא בדרך הטבע ונכתב לזכור נפלאות 

י� ֶז֛ה ַאְרָּבִע֥  יְכ֜� ְיהָֹו֧ה ֱא�ֶה֛ ר הֹוִלֽ ֶר� ֲאֶׁש֨ ַכְרָּת֣ ֶאת־ָּכל־ַהֶּד֗ ים השי"ת כמ"ש: ְוָזֽ
ָקָראָת֩  ר (דברים ח:ב). והוא גם כן לזכור זכות בנ"י כמ"ש: ָה֡�� ְוֽ ָׁשָנ֖ה ַּבִּמְדָּב֑
ִי�  ת ְּכלּו�ָת֑ ֲהַב֖ ִי� ַאֽ ֶסד ְנעּוַר֔ ְרִּתי ָל֙� ֶח֣ ר ְיהָֹו֔ה ָזַכ֤ ה ָאַמ֣ ר ֹּכ֚ ם ֵלאֹמ֗ ְבָאְזֵנ֙י ְיֽרּוָׁשַל֜

ה (י א ְזרּוָעֽ ֹ֥ ֶרץ ל ר ְּבֶא֖ ֲחַר֙י ַּבִּמְדָּב֔ � ַאֽ רמיה ב:ב).  ובאמת אין מבא ללכת ֶלְכֵּת֤
א  ֹ֣ באלה המקומות רק בנ"י אשר יצאו מא"מ ונתעלו מדרך הטבע כמ"ש: ְול
ֶרץ  ר ְּבֶא֨ נּו ַּבִּמְדָּב֗ י� ֹאָת֜ ִים ַהּמֹוִל֨ ֶרץ ִמְצָר֑ נּו ֵמֶא֣ ה ֹאָת֖ ֲעֶל֥ ְמ֔רּו ַאֵּי֣ה ְיהָֹו֔ה ַהַּמֽ ָאֽ

ֶרץ ֶות ְּבֶא֗ ֶר֙ץ ִצָּי֣ה ְוַצְלָמ֔ ה ְוׁשּוָח֙ה ְּבֶא֨ ם  ֲעָרָב֤ ם ָׁשֽ ב ָאָד֖ א־ָיַׁש֥ ֹֽ יׁש ְול ַבר ָּבּ֙ה ִא֔ א־ָע֤ ֹֽ ל
(ירמיה ב:ו). והשי"ת כשברא העולם הניח מקומות אשר אין הישוב שם 
בדרך הטבע. וכמו כן עשה הקב"ה בזמן שיש זמנים שאין ההנהגה בדרך 
הטבע. וכמו כן בנפשות שיש נפשות שאין הנהגתם בדרך הטבע. ועל זה הוא 

רים שיצאו מן הכלל הם להעיד על הכלל כולו. לכן, עדות על השי"ת. והדב
שבת סהדותא אקרי (זוהר יתרו צ:א) שההנהגה בשבתות לא בדרך הטבע. 
  וכמו שיש מ"ח שבתות בשנה כמו כן מ"ח מסעות בעולם שאינו דרך הטבע.
 
Regarding the journeys written in the Torah it says specifically, who went out from the land of 
Egypt (Numbers 33:1)). For these travels of the people of Israel to those places were not according 
to the rules of nature and it is written specifically in order to remember the wonders of the Blessed 
Holy One, as it is written: You shall remember all of the journey... (Deuteronomy 8:2). And this is 
also for the sake of remembering the merit of Israel, as it is written: I remember to your benefit the 
devotion of your youth, your love as a bride; how you followed Me in the wilderness, in a land not 
sown (Jeremiah 2:2). And, in truth, there is no way of entering those places except for the people 
of Israel who left Egypt and were lifted above nature’s ways, as it is written: They never asked 
themselves, “Where is the Lord who lifted us above the land of Egypt; who led us through the 
wilderness, a land of deserts and pits; a land of drought and darkness, a land that no one has 
traversed and where no human being has dwelt (Jeremiah 2:6)?” The Blessed Holy One, when He 
created the world, left certain places that would not be inhabited according to the ways of nature. 
Just so, the Blessed Holy One made time punctuated with times that would be beyond nature. 
Likewise, in the realm of souls that there are souls whose conduct would be beyond nature. And 
all of this as a testimony to the Blessed Holy One. And those exceptions to the rule are testimony 
to the rule. Just so, according to the Zohar: Shabbat is called “Witness” (Zohar, Yitro 90a). For 
Shabbat conduct is not limited to the ways of nature. And as there are forty-eight Shabbatot in the 
year, so are there forty-eight journeys in the world that are not constrained by nature.  (Sefat Emet, 
Parashat Masa’ei 1889) 
  

10



 

 
Sicha Shabbaton in the Mountains 2018 

The Things He Had Perhaps Already Forgotten 

 ְלַהר ַהּמֹוִרָּיהַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו לֹוֵקַח ָּכל ָׁשָנה ֶאת ָּבָניו 
 ְּכֵׁשם ֶׁשֲאִני לֹוֵקַח ֶאת ְיָלַדי ְלִגְבעֹות ַהֶּנֶגב ֶׁשָּבֶהן ָהְיָתה ִלי ִמְלָחָמה.

 ַאְבָרָהם ְמַטֵּיל ִעם ָּבָניו: ָּכאן ִהְׁשַאְרִּתי ֶאת ָהֲעָבִדים
 ָׁשם ָקַׁשרִּתי ֶאת ַהֲחמֹור ָלֵעץ ְלַרְגֵלי ָהָהר,
 ֵאׁש ְוָהֵעִציםּוֹפה, ַמָּמש ֹּפה, ָׁשַאְלָּת ִיְצָחק ְּבִני, ִהֵּנה הָ 

 ֵּיה ַהֶׂשה ְלעֹוָלה. ּוְקַצת ְלַמֲעָלה ִמֶּזה ָׁשַאלָּת ַּבַּפַעם ַהְּׁשִנָיה.אַ וְ 
 ּוְכֶׁשִהִּגיעּו ִלְמרֹום ָהָהר ָנחּו ְמַעט ְוָאְכלּו

 ְוָׁשתּו ְוֶהְרָאה ָלֶהם ֶאת ַהְּסַב� ֶׁשּבֹו ֶנֱאַחז ָהַאִיל ְּבַקְרָניו.
 ַהָּמקֹום.ּוְכֶׁשַאְבָרָהם ֵמת ָלַקח ִיְצָחק ֶאת ָּבָניו ְלאֹותֹו 

 "ֹּפה ֵהַרְמִּתי ֶאת ָהֵעִצים ְוָׁשם ִהְתַנַּׁשְפִּתי,
 ֹּפה ָׁשַאְלִּתי ְוָאִבי ָעָנה ִלי, ֱא�ִהים ִיְרֶאה לֹו
 ַהֶּׂשה ְלעֹוָלה, ְוָׁשם ְּכַבר ָיַדְעִּתי ֶׁשֶּזה ֲאִני."

 ּוְכֶׁשִּיְצָחק ִהְתַעֵּור ְיָלָדיו הֹוִבילּו אֹותֹו ְלאֹותֹו
 ַהר ַהּמֹוִרָּיה ְוֵתֲארּו לֹו ְּבִמִּלים

  ַהְּדָבִרים ָהֵאֶּלה ֶׁשאּוַלי ְּכַבר ָׁשַכח. ֶאת ָּכל
 
Abraham, our father, takes his sons every hear to Mount Moriah 
just like I take my children to the hills of the Negev where I fought my war. 
Abraham hikes with his sons: Here is where I left the servants 
there I tied up the donkey to a tree at the base of the mountain, 
and here, right here, you, Isaac my son, asked here is the fire and the wood 
but where is the lamb for the offering. And a bit farther up from here you asked a second time. 
And when they got to the top of the mountain they rested a bit and ate 
and drank and he showed them the thicket in which the ram was caught by his horns. 
And when Abraham died, Isaac took his sons to the same place. 
“Here I picked up the wood and there I stopped for a breath, 
here I asked and my father answered me, God will provide himself 
a lamb for the offering, and there I already knew that it was me.” 
And when Isaac grew blind his children brought him to the very same 
Mount Moriah and described for him in words 
all of those things that he had perhaps already forgotten. 
 
Yehuda Amichai/Sager 
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Deepest Memory of Memory As A Blessing 

ֲאַמר ֵליּה ָרִביָנא ְלַההּוא ֵמַרָּבַנן ְּדֲהָוה ְמַסֵּדר  ַאַּגְדָּתא ַקֵּמיּה: ְמָנא ָהא ִמיְּלָתא 
ְּדָהא ְּכִתיב "ֵזֶכר ַצִּדיק ִלְבָרָכה" ְּדַאמּור ַרָּבַנן "ֵזֶכר ַצִּדיק ִלְבָרָכה"? ֲאַמר ֵליּה: 

(משלי י:ז). ִמְּדאֹוַרייָתא ְמָנא ָלן? ִּדְכִתיב: "ַהְמַכֶּסה ֲאִני ֵמַאְבָרָהם ֲאֶׁשר ֲאִני 
 ."יח)-(בראשית יח:יז עֹוֶׂשה?".  ּוְכִתיב, "ְוַאְבָרָהם ָהיֹו ִיְהֶיה ְלגֹוי ָּגדֹול ְוָעצּום

 
Said Ravina to the sage who was a librarian of ancient oral teachings for him:  What is the source 
of this phrase that the sages employ, “May the memory of the righteous be a blessing”? The sage 
replied: That is a biblical verse [from the Writings, the last third of the Bible]: May the memory of 
the righteous be a blessing (Proverbs 10:7). But what is its source in the Torah, [asked Ravina]? It 
is [implicit in] the verse: Shall I hide from Abraham that which I am about to do?  Which is 
followed by the verse: Since Abraham is to become a great and populous nation and all the nations 
of the world are to bless themselves through him (Genesis 18:18) 
 
Yoma 38b 

 

ַוַה' ָאָמר ַהְמַכֶּסה ֲאִני ֵמַאְבָרָהם ֲאֶׁשר ֲאִני עֹוֶׂשה? ְוַאְבָרָהם ָהיֹו ִיְהֶיה ְלגֹוי ָּגדֹול 
יח). ִמְדָרׁש ַאָּגָדה:"ֵזֶכר -יח:יזְוָעצּום ְוִנְבְרכּו ּבֹו ֹּכל  ּגֹוֵיי ָהָאֶרץ (בראשית 

ַצִּדיק ִלְבָרָכה" (משלי י:ז). הֹוִאיל ְוִהְזִּכירֹו ֵּבְרכֹו.  ּוְפׁשּוטֹו ֶׁשל ִמְקָרא: ְוִכי 
ִמֶּמּנּו ֲאִני ַמֲעִלים, ַוֲהלֹא ָחִביב ְלָפַני ִלְהיֹות ְלגֹוי ָעצּום, ְלׁשֹון ַרִׁש"י.  ְוַהָּנכֹון, ִּכי 

. ָאַמר: ִהֵּנה הּוא ָעִתיד ִלְהיֹות ְלגֹוי ָּגדֹול ַהֵׁשם ִיְתָּבַר� ִּדֵּבר ִּבְכבֹוד ַאְבָרָהם
ְּבַזְרעֹו ּוְבָכל ּגֹוֵיי ָהָאֶרץ ִלְבָרָכה; ָלֵכן לֹא ֲאַכֶּסה ִמֶּמּנּו ִּכי  ְוָעצּום, ְוִיְהֶיה ִזְכרֹו

יֹאְמרּו ַהּדֹורֹות ַהָּבִאים: ֵאי� ִּכָּסה ִמֶּמּנּו, אֹו ֵאי� ִנְתַאְכַזר ַהַצִּדיק ַעל ְׁשֵכָניו 
 ֵחם ְולֹא ִהְתַּפֵּלל ֲעֵליֶהם ְּכָלל.ַהחֹוִנים ָעָליו, ְולֹא ִר 

 
The Lord said: Shall I hide from Abraham that which I am about to do? Since Abraham is to 
become a great and populous nation and all the nations of the world are to bless themselves 
through him (Genesis 18:17-18). According to midrash: The memory of the righteous is a blessing 
(Proverbs 10:7), and in the very mentioning of Abraham’s name, God blessed him. But the most 
straightforward understanding of the verse is: Shall I hide this from him, seeing as how he is so 
beloved by me as to become a great nation? This is the language of Rashi. But the correct 
understanding is that the blessed holy one spoke with concern for Abraham’s honor; saying: 
Behold, he is destined to be a mighty and great nation and the memory of him will serve as a 
blessing to his descendants and to all the nations of the earth; therefore, I will not hide it from him 
lest future generations say: Is it possible that either God hid [this destruction] from him or that a 
person as righteous as Abraham showed such cruelty to his neighbors and neither pitied them nor 
prayed for them? (Ramban on Genesis 18:18) 
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Blessings Remembered In The Stars And In The Selves 

מנאם בחייהם ובמיתתן ' כו' ואלה שמות בני ישראל הבאים מצרימה'
השבטים הם תיקנו לעצמם והנה ... להודיע חיבתן שנמשלו ככוכבים 

ושמותיהם מתקנים . ולכן נמנו במיתתן להודיע כי השאירו ברכה. ולדורות
והצדיקים ' ...זכר צדיק לברכה'ועליהם נאמר ...ומאירים לכל בני ישראל 
  ועדיין הם מאירים לכל בני ישראל ...נשאר מהם ברכה לדורות

These are the names of the children of Israel who came to Egypt (Exodus 1:1) Named in their lives 
when they came to Egypt with Jacob, and now in their deaths as their descendants leave Egypt 
bearing the same names; so precious that they are likened to stars. Look! The tribes are a model for 
themselves and for subsequent generations. And therefore, they are counted in their deaths to make 
known that their blessing remains. And their names form and enlighten all the people of Israel… 
and regarding them it is said, may the memory of the righteous be a blessing… and the righteous 
remain as a blessing for all generations… still shining and illuminating all of Israel. 

Sefat Emet (Parashat Shemot) 1896 
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Memory And Blessing In Two Worlds 

ַמאי ִּדְכִתיב "ָאגּוָרה ְבָאָהְל� עֹוָלִמים" (תהילים סא:ה)? ְוִכי ֶאְפָׁשר לֹו ְלָאָדם 
ָלגּור ִּבְׁשֵני עֹוָלִמים? ֶאָּלא ָאַמר ָּדִוד ִלְפֵני ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּו� הּוא: ִרּבֹונֹו ֶׁשל עֹוָלם, 

ַרִּבי  ְיִהי ָרצֹון ֶׁשּיֹאְמרּו ְּדַבר ְׁשמּוָעה ִמִּפי ָּבעֹוָלם ַהֶּזה. ְּדָאַמר ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן ִמּׁשּום
ִׁשְמעֹון ֶּבן יֹוַחי: ָּכל ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם ֶׁשאֹוְמִרים ְּדַבר ְׁשמּוָעה ִמִּפיו ָּבעֹוָלם ַהֶּזה 
ִׂשְפתֹוָתיו ּדֹוְבבֹות ַּבֶּקֶבר. ֲאַמר ַרִּבי ִיְצָחק ֶּבן ְזֵעיָרה ְוִאֵתיָמא ִׁשְמעֹון ְנִזיָרא: 

י ְיֵׁשִנים" ַמאי ְקָרָאּה? "ְוִחֵּכ� ְּכֵּיין ַהּטֹוב הֹוֵל� ְלדֹוִדי ְלֵמיָׁשִרים ּדֹוֵבב ִּׂשְפתֵ 
 (שיר השירים ז:י).

 
What is the meaning of the verse, O, that I might dwell in your tent forever/in two worlds (Psalm 
61:5)? It is this- Said David before the blessed Holy One: Master of the world, may it be your will 
that they say a word of teaching that came from my own mouth in this world. As Rabbi Yohanan 
said in the name of Rabbi Simeon ben Yohai: Every sage whose teaching is quoted in this world, 
his lips move in the grave. Said Rabbi Yitzhak ben Zeira, and some say it was Shimon Nezira: 
What is the confirming verse? Your mouth is like choicest wine. Let it flow to my beloved as new 
wine gliding over the lips of sleepers (Song of Songs 7:10). 
 
Yevamot 97a 

 
 

ה ִּבְׁשמֹו [ּד]ָאַמר ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן ִמּׁשּום ַרִּבי ִׁשְמעֹון ֶּבן ְיהֹוָצָדק: ָּכל ִמי ֶׁשֶּנֶאְמָרה ֲהָלכָ 
ָּבעֹוָלם ַהֶּזה, ִׂשְפתֹוָתיו ּדֹוְבבֹות ַּבֶּקֶבר; ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: "ּדֹוֵבב ִּׂשְפֵתי ְיֵׁשִנים" (שיר 

 השירים ז:י).
Said Rabbi Yohanan in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yehotzadak: Everyone in whose name 
halacha/law has been taught in this world, that person’s lips move in the grave; as it is said: Gliding 
over the lips of sleepers (Song of Songs 7:10). 
 
Sanhedrin 90b 
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Let Mt. Remembrance Remember 

 ,ֶׁשַהר ַהִּזָּכרֹון ִיְּזֹּכר ִּבְמקֹוִמי
 ,ֶׁשַהַּגן ְלֵזֶכר ִיְּזֹּכר. ֶזה ַתְפִקדֹו

 ,ֶׁשַהִּבְנַין ַהָיּדּוַע ִיְּזֹּכר, ֶׁשָהְרחֹוב ַעל ֵׁשם ִיְּזֹּכר
 ,ֶׁשֵּבית ַהְּתִפָלה ַעל ֵׁשם ֱא�ִהים ִיְּזֹּכר

 ,ֶׁשֵּסֶפר ַהּתֹוָרה ַהִּמְתַּגְלֵּגל ִיְּזֹּכר
 ,ֶׁשַהְּדָגִלים ִיְזְּכרּו. ֶׁשַהִּיְזֹּכר ִיְּזֹּכר

 ֲאֶׁשר, ַהַּתְכִריִכים ַהִּצבעֹוִנִּיים ֶׁשל ַהִהיְסטֹוִרָיה
 .ֶׁשָהָאָבק ִיְּזֹּכר. ם ֶׁשָעְטפּו ָהְפכּו ָאָבקַהּגּוִפי

 .ֶׁשַהִׁשְלָיה ִתְזֹּכר. ֶׁשָהַאְׁשָּפה ִתְזֹּכר ַּבַׁשַער
 ,ֶׁשַחַּית ַהָׂשֶדה ְועֹוף ַהָּׁשַמִים יֹאְכלּו ְוִיְּזְּכרּו

 .ְּכֵדי ֶׁשאּוַכל ָלנּוחַ . ֶׁשֻּכָּלם ִיְּזְּכרּו
 
Let Mt. Remembrance remember instead of me, 
that’s its role. Let the memorial garden remember, 
let the street named in memory remember, let the famous building remember, 
let God’s prayer house remember, 
let the rolling Torah remember, 
let the prayer for remembering remember. Let the flags remember, 
colorful shrouds of history, the 
bodies they wrapped have turned to dust. Let the dust remember. 
Let the garbage remember in the gate. Let the afterbirth remember. 
Let the animal of the field and the bird of the sky eat and remember, 
Let everyone remember. So that I can rest. 
 
Yeduda Amichai/Sager 
 

The Mitzvah Of Forgetting 

ַמֲעֶׂשה ְּבָחִסיד ֶאָחד ֶׁשָׁשַכח עֹוֶמר ְּבתֹו� ָׂשֵדהּו ְוָאַמר ִלְבנֹו: ֵצא ְוַהְקִריב ָעַלי ַּפר ְלעֹוָלה ּוַפר 
ַּבִמְצָוה זֹו ִמָּכל ִמְצוֹות ֶׁשַּבּתֹוָרה? ָאַמר ְלִזְבֵחי ַהְּׁשָלִמים. ָאַמר לֹו: ַאָּבא! ַמה ָרִאיָת ִלְׂשֹמַח 

לֹו: ָּכל ִמְצוֹות ֶׁשַּבּתֹוָרה ָנַתן ָלנּו ַהָּמקֹום ְלַדֲעֵתינּו,  זֹו ֶׁשּלֹא  ְלַדֲעֵתינּו. ֶאָּלא ֲהֵרי ַהָּכתּוב 
אֹוֵמר: "ִּכי ִתְקֹצר ְקִציְר� ְּבָׂשֶד� ְוָׁשַכְחָּת עֹוֶמר ַּבָּׂשֶדה לֹא ָתׁשּוב ְלַקְחּתֹו ַלֵּגר ַלָּיתֹום 

 ִיְהֶיה ְלַמֲען ְיָבֶרְכ� ה' ֱא�ֶהי� ְּבֹכל ַמֲעֶׂשֵה ָיֶדי�" (דברים כד:יט). ְוָלַאְלָמָנה
 
The story of a pious man who forgot an omer-measure of wheat in his field and said to his son: Go 
and sacrifice for me a bull as a whole offering and a bull as a well-being offering. His son said: 
Abba! what’s making you celebrate this mitzvah more than any of the mitzvot in the Torah? He 
replied: All of the other mitzvot in the Torah the Ever-Present One gave to be carried out with 
specific consciousness; this one without specific consciousness. For Scripture says: When you reap 
the harvest of your field and you forget an omer in the field, do not turn back to get it; it shall go 
to the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow—in order that the Lord your God may bless you in 
all your undertakings (Deuteronomy 24:19). (Tosefta Peah 3.8) 
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Two Generations of Forgetting Have Passed 

 ַעְכָׁשו ָעְברּו ְׁשֵני ּדֹורֹות ֶׁשל ִׁשְכָחה
 אֹוי ָלנּו ֶׁשְּכַבר. ְוִהִּגיַע ַהּדֹור ָהִראׁשֹון ֶׁשל ְזִכיָרה

 .ֵהם ְקִלָּפה ָקָׁשה ַעל ֵלב ֵריקִהַּגְענּו ַלְזִכיָרה ִּכי ַהִּזְכרֹונֹות 
 עֹוד ְמַעט ּוַבָּׂשדֹות ּוֶבָעִרים ִיְתַהְּלכּו ְּבֵני ָאָדם

 ,ּוִבְיֵדיֶהם ְּכמֹו ִסְפֵרי ַמְגִּדיֵרי ְצָמִחים ֶׁשל אֹוֲהֵבי ֶטַבע
 ,ְוִיְקְראּו ֶזה ֶאל ֶזה. ַעְכָׁשו ַמְגִּדיֵרי ְּבֵני ָאָדם

 ִהֵּנה ַהֶּצַבע ָהָאְפָיִני, ִהֵּנה ַהִּסיָמִנים, לֹא ָטִעיִתי, ִהֵּנה ָמָצאִתי
 ֶזה ֵריחֹו, ִהֵּנה ַהִחּיּו� ַהָּידּועַ , ֶׁשל ֵעיַנִים ְוֵׂשָער

 זֹו ִאָׁשה, ֶזה ָיִדיד ְוֶזה ָיִדיד ֶׁשל ָיִדיד, ְוֶזה ְׁשמֹו
 ,ְוֶזה ְּדמּוי ָאִבי ְוֶזה ְּדמּוי ֲאִני ּוְּדמּוי ַאְּת , ֵמָאז

 ֶזה ַהֵּׁשם, ֵרַח ָמַתי ַאָּתה נֹוֵבלָמַתי ַאָּתה ּפֹו
 ,ְוֶזה ַהֵּׁשם ַהְמֻקָּבל ֵּבין אֹוֲהִבים ִוְיִדיִדים, ַהַּמָּדִעי

 .ְוֶזה ֵׁשם ְּבִלי ִאיׁש ְוֶזה ִאיׁש ֶׁשֵאין לֹו ֵׁשם
 .ְוֶזה ָהָיה

 
 
Now two generations of forgetting have passed 
and the first generation of remembering has arrived. Woe to us that already 
we have arrived at remembering for memories are the hard shell of an empty heart. 
In a little while people will walk through fields and cities 
with something like nature lovers’ plant guides in hand 
now person guides. And they will call to one another, 
here I found it, no mistake, here are the signs, here is the characteristic color 
of the eyes and hair, here is the well-known smile, this is its fragrance, 
and this is its name, this was a friend, friend of a friend, this a woman 
of long ago, this one is the image of my father and this the image of me and of you, 
when you will flower and when you will wilt, this is the scientific 
name, and this is the common name between lovers and friends, 
and this is a name with no person and this is a person with no name. 
And that’s how it was. 
 
Yehuda Amichai/Sager 
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IMAGINED MEMORY 

An imagined conversation between 
Yehuda Amichai (poet) and Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi (historian) 

 
 
Now two generations of forgetting have passed 
and the first generation of remembering has arrived. 
 
The modern effort to reconstruct the Jewish past begins at a time that witnesses a sharp break in 
the continuity of Jewish living and hence also an ever-growing decay of Jewish group memory. In 
this sense, if for no other, history becomes what it had never been before—the faith of fallen Jews. 
For the first time, history, not a sacred text, becomes the arbiter of Judaism. (Based on “Two 
Generations of Forgetting…” by Amichai) 
 

 
 

Woe to us that already 
we have arrived at remembering for memories are the hard shell of an empty heart. 
 
The break with the intimacy of the old existence has indeed occurred, but the deeper return to this 
intimacy has not taken place. The enthusiasm for religion and the genuineness of the old 
relationships has vanished, but no new enthusiasm has broken forth, no new set of relationships 
has been built. (Edouard Gans, 19th Jewish historian, in Yerushalmi’s, Zakhor, p.86) 
 

 
 

And that’s how it was. 
 
As a professional Jewish historian I am a new creature in Jewish history. My lineage does not 
extend beyond the second decade of the nineteenth century….  I live within the ironic awareness 
that the very mode in which I delve into the Jewish past represents a decisive break with that past. 
(Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi, Zakhor) 
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The Memory Of The Dam Is A Blessing 

 ְוָכל ָאָדם הּוא ֶסֶכר ֵּבין ָעָבר ְלָעִתיד.
 תֹוך ֶהָעִתידלְ ְּכֶׁשהּוא ֵמת ִנְׁשָּבר ַהֶּסֶכר ְוֶהָעָבר ִמְתָּפֵרץ 

 ְוֵאין ֻמְקָּדם ְוֵאין ְמֻאָחר.  ְוַהְּזַמן הּוא ֶאָחד
 ְּכמֹו ֱא�ֵהינּו, ְזַמֵּננּו ֶאָחד.

 .ְוֵזֶכר ַהֶּסֶכר ִלְבָרָכה
And every person is a dam between past and future. 
When that one dies the dam is broken and the past breaks through into the future 
and there is no early or late. Time is one 
Like our God, our time is one. 
And the memory of the dam is a blessing. 
 
Yeduda Amichai/Sager 
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Yizkor- May God Remember 

ִנְׁשַמתֹו ְצרּוָרה ִּבְצרֹור ַהַחִּיים ִעם  ְּתֵהי. ֶׁשָהַל� ְלעֹוָלמֹו.... ִיזּכֹור ֱא�ִהים ִנְׁשַמת
ְוִעם ְׁשָאר ַצִּדיִקים , ְוֵלָאה, ָרֵחל, ִרְבָקה, ָׂשָרה, ְוַיֲעֹקב, ִיְצָחק, ַאְבָרָהם

 . ָאֵמן. ְוִצְדָקִנּיֹות ֶׁשְּבַגן ֵעֶדן
 

May God remember the soul of.... who has gone to its eternity. May that soul be bound up in the 
bond of life with the lives of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, along 
with all of the other righteous men and women in the Garden of Eden, Amen. 
 

 

 

The Student Takes Leave Of The Text: 
Let Us Not Forget One Another 

We will return to you �ַהְדָרן ֲעָל 
And you will return to us ְוַהְדָר� ֲעָלן 
Our thoughts are with you �ַּדְעָּתן ֲעָל 
And your thoughts are with us ְוַּדְעָּת� ֲעָלן 
We will not forget you �ָלא ִנְתְנֵׁשי ִמָּנ 
Nor will you forget us ְוָלא ִתְתְנֵׁשי ִמָּנן 
Neither in this world ָלא ְּבָעְלָמא ָהֵדין 
Nor in the world to come. .ְוָלא ְּבָעְלָמא ְּדָאֵתי 

From the ritual of completing a portion of Talmud 
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