Wholly Complete And Holy Incomplete
ֹלהים בַּ יּוֹם הַ ְשּׁבִ יעִ י ְמלַ ְאכְ תּוֹ אֲ ֶשׁר
ִ ֱ וַיְכַ ל א.ַו ְיכֻלּוּ ַה ָשּׁ ַמיִ ם וְ ָה ָא ֶרץ וְ כָ ל ְצבָ ָאם
ֹלהים ֶאת יּוֹם
ִ ֱ וַיְבָ ֶרְך א.לַאכְ תּוֹ אֲ ֶשׁר עָ ָשׂה
ְ עָ ָשׂה וַיִּ ְשׁבֹּת בַּ יּוֹם ַה ְשּׁ ִביעִ י ִמכָּ ל ְמ
.ֹלהים לַ עֲשׂוֹת
ִ ֱלַאכְ תּוֹ אֲ שֶׁ ר בָּ ָרא א
ְ ַה ְשּׁ ִביעִ י וַיְ ַק ֵדּשׁ אֹתוֹ כִּ י בוֹ ָשׁבַ ת ִמכָּ ל ְמ
And the heaven and the earth and all of their ranks were finished. And on the seventh day God
finished the work that he had done and rested on the seventh day from all of the work that he had
done. And God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it for upon it he ceased from all the work
that he had created. (Genesis 2:1-3)

ְדּ ָא ַמר ַרב ַה ְמנוּנָה כֹּל ַה ִמּ ְתפַּ לֵּ ל ְבּעֶ ֶרב ַשׁבָּ ת וְ אוֹמֵ ר "וַ יְ כֻלּוּ" מַ עֲלֶ ה עָ לָיו הַ כָּתוּב
". " ַו ְיכֻלּוּ: שֶׁ נֶאֱ ַמר,אשׁית
ִ שׁוּתּף לְ ַה ָקּדוֹשׁ בָּ רוְּך הוּא ְבּ ַמע ֲֵשׂה בְ ֵר
ָ כְּ ִאילּוּ ַנע ֲָשׂה
.ַאל ִתּ ְק ִרי "וַ יְ כֻלּוּ" ֶאלָ א וַ יְ כַ לּוּ
Rabbi Hamnunah said: Everyone who prays on erev Shabbat and says, Va-yechulu, Scripture
accounts him as a partner with the Blessed Holy One in the acts of creation, as it says: Va-yechulu.
Don’t read it as Va-yechulu, the heaven and earth and all of their ranks were finished; rather, read
it as Va-yechalu, they [God and reciter] finished the heaven and the earth and all of their ranks.
Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 119b

,ַאל ִתּכְ לֶ ה כִּ כְ לוֹת ָשׁ ֶמיָך
.כִּ כְ לוֹת אֲ בַ ק ְצבָ ָאם
.ִימ ְתָך ֶא ְת ַק ֵדּשׁ
ָ ִבּ ְבל
Don’t finish like the finishing of your heavens,
like finishing the starry dust of their ranks.
In your incompleteness I will be sanctified.
Rivka Miriam
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager

