Teacher As Doorway
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Rabbi Meir says: If you have learned from one master, do not say: That’s enough. Rather, go to a
sage and learn Torah. Do not say: I won’t go except to someone who is close by. As it says: Seek
it as you do silver, and search for it as for treasures (Proverbs 2:4). And it is a person’s obligation
to seek out three sages like Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, and Rabbi Akiba; as it says: Happy is
the one who listens to me, coming early to my doors each day, watching at my doorposts/mezuzot.
(Proverbs 8:34). Do not take it to mean, my doors/daltotai, but rather, one door that leads to my
other my doors/delet-daltotai. For you do not know which of them might succeed for you. Perhaps
this one, or this one; or perhaps one is just as good as the other. As it says: Sow your seed in the
morning and do not hold back your hand in the evening, since you do not know which is going to
succeed, the one or the other, or if both are equally good (Ecclesiastes 11:4).
(Avot d’Rabbi Natan, chapter 3)

