
 

 

Raising Voices 

Elijah, the prophet, would come regularly to the academy of Rabbi Judah, the Patriarch. One 
day—it was the day of the new moon—Elijah did not come to the prayers. When Elijah finally 
arrived, Rabbi Judah said: Why was the master late? Said Elijah: Today is the new moon; so I 
awakened Abraham, washed his hands, waited for him to pray, and laid him back on his bed. 
Then, I awakened Isaac, washed his hands, waited for him to pray, and then laid him back in his 
bed. Finally, I did the same for Jacob—and by the time I had finished, there was no time left. 

Why didn’t you awaken them all at the same time? asked Rabbi Judah. Said Elijah, I reasoned 
that if they all prayed together they would have the power to bring the Messiah before his time. 

Rabbi Judah asked: And are there those in this world who are like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? 
Yes, said Elijah: There is Rabbi Hiyyah and his sons.  

Rabbi Judah decreed a fast because of drought and appointed Rabbi Hiyyah and his sons to lead 
the prayers.  Rabbi Hiyyah recited: Who causes the wind to blow and the wind gusted. He 
recited: He causes the rain to fall and the rain came.  When he was about to recite: He revives 
the dead, the world trembled.  They said in heaven: Who has revealed mysteries in the world?  
Others said:  It was Elijah.  They brought Elijah and whipped him with sixty flaming lashes.  
Elijah, in the guise of a fiery bear, came among them and scattered them. 

 (Babylonian Baba Metzia 85b) 

ְנַגּה ֵליּה ְוָלא , ֵריׁש ַיְרָחא ֲהָוה, יֹוָמא ַחד. ֵאִלָּיהּו ֲהָוה ְׁשִכיח ִּבְמִתיְבָּתא ְּדַרִּבי
ַאְּדאֹוִקיְמָנא : ֲאַמר ֵליּה? ַמאי ַטְעָמא ְנַגּה ֵליּה ְלַמר: ֲאַמר ֵליּה.  ֲאָתא

 -. ְוֵכן ְלַיֲעֹקב, ְוֵכן ְלִיְצָחק. ּוַמְגִניָנא ֵליּה, ְלַאְבָרָהם ּוַמִׁשיָנא ְיֵדיּה ּוְמַצֵּלי
נהּו ַּבהֲ  ּוַמייִתי ֵליּה ְלָמִׁשַח ְּבָלא , ָּתְקִפי ְּברֲחֵמי: ָסְבִרי -! ֵדי ֲהָדֵדיְולֹוְקִמְ

ַרִּבי ִחָּייא , ִאיָּכא:  ֲאַמר ֵליּה -? ְוֵיׁש ּדּוְגָמָתן ָּבעֹוָלם ַהֶּזה: ֲאַמר ֵליּה. ִזְמֵניּה
" ,ַמִּׁשיב ָהרּוחַ "ַמר אֲ . ַאְחִתיְנהּו ְלַרִּבי ִחָּייא ּוָבָניו, ָּגַזר ַרִּבי ַּתֲעִניָתא. ּוָבָניו

ְמַחֶיה "ִּכי ְמָטא ְלֵמיַמר . ַוֲאָתא ִמיְטָרא" ,מֹוִריד ַהֶּגֶׁשם"ֲאַמר . ְוָנְׁשָבה ִזיָקא
: ָאְמִרי -? ַמאן ַּגֵּלי ָרַזָּיא ְּבָעְלָמא: ָאְמִרי ִּבְרִקיָעא. ָרַגׁש ָעְלָמא" ,ַהֵּמִתים
ֲאָתא ִאיְדִמי ְלהּו . הּו ִׁשִּתין ּפּוְלֵסי ְדנּוָראַמְחיּו, ַאְתיּוהּו  ְלֵאִלָּיהּו. ֵאִלָּיהּו

 .ָעל ֵּביַנְייהּו ּוְטַרִדיְנהּו, ְּכדּוָּבא ְּדנּוָרא
 
 


