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If I were called in
To costruct a religion
I should make use of water.
Philip Larkin
...our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us
...our bodies washed to purify us
Hebrews 10:22
...leading us beside still waters.
Psalm 23:2
Do you bring water down from the rainclouds?
Then why are you not thankful?
Quran 56:68-70
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Water: Stillness, Depth, Reflection, And Purity

If I were called in
To construct a religion
I should make use of water.
Going to church
Would entail a fording
To dry, different clothes;
My liturgy would employ
Images of sousing,
A furious devout drench,
And I should raise in the east
A glass of water
Where any-angled light
Would congregate endlessly

(Water, Philip Larkin)
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Stillness, Reflection, And The Reflective Spirit
The Lord is my shepherd; I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me
to still waters; He restores my soul; He guides me in right paths as befits His name. Though I
walk through the valley of deepest darkness, I fear no harm, for You are with me; Your rod and
Your staff—they comfort me. You spread a table for me in full view of my enemies; You anoint
my head with oil; my cup overflows. Only goodness and steadfast love shall pursue me all the
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. (Psalm 23)

As face answers to face in water, so does the heart of one to another. (Proverbs 27:19)

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I
am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17)

Baptism: Liberation Through Water
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into
the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the
Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the
bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it
we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful
obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water.
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are
cleansed from sin and born again may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our
Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
(Book of Common Prayer)
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Stillness: Small Steps On Stormy Waters

Immediately [after the miracle of fish and loaves] he made the disciples get into
the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And
after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.
When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried
out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “take heart, it is I; do
not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking
on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And
those in the boat worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
(Matthew 15:22-36)
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Purity: Small Steps In Meager Waters
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was important to his lord and high
in his favor, for through him the Lord had granted victory to Aram. But the man, though a
great warrior, was a leper. Once, when the Arameans were out raiding, they carried off a
young girl from the land of Israel and she became an attendant to Naaman’s wife. She
said to her mistress, “I wish Master could come before the prophet in Samaria; he would
cure him of his leprosy.” [Naaman] went and told his lord just what the girl from the land
of Israel had said. And the king of Aram said, “Go to the king of Israel, and I will send
along a letter.” He set out, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of
gold, and ten changes of clothing. He brought the letter to the king of Israel. It read:
“Now, when this letter reaches you, know that I have sent my courtier, Naaman, to you
that you may cure him of his leprosy.” When the king of Israel read the letter, he rent his
clothes and cried, “Am I God, to deal death or give life, that this fellow writes to me to
cure a man of leprosy? Just see for yourselves that he is seeking a pretext against me!”
When Elisha, the man of God, heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, he sent a
message to the king: “Why have you rent your clothes? Let him come to me and he will
learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and
halted at the door of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go and bathe
seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.” But
Naaman was angered and walked away. “I thought,” he said, “he would surely come out
to me and would stand and
invoke the Lord his God by
name, and would wave his hand
toward the spot and cure the
affected part. Are not the
Amanah and the Parpar, the
rivers of Damascus, better than
all the waters of Israel? I could
bathe in them and be clean!”
And he stalked off in a rage. But
his servants came forward and
spoke to him. “Sir,” they said, “if
the prophet told you to do
something difficult would you
not do it? How much more when he has only said to you, “Bathe and be clean.’” So he
went down and immersed himself in the Jordan seven times as the man of God had
bidden: and his flesh became like a little boy’s and he was clean. (2 Kings 5: 1-14)

6

Washing And Purity
The Lord said to Moses, go to the people and warn them to stay pure today and tomorrow. Let
them wash their clothes. Let them be ready for the third day; for on the third day the Lord will
come down in the sight of all the people on Mount Sinai. (Exodus 19:10-11)
Blessed are those who wash their robes so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may
enter the city by the gates. (Revelation 22:14)
Jesus answered, Very truly I tell you no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born
of water and the spirit. (John 3.5)
[For the leader. A psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came to him after he had come to
Bathsheba.] Have mercy upon me, O God, as befits Your faithfulness; in keeping with Your
abundant compassion, blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly of my iniquity, and
purify me of my sin; for I recognize my transgressions, and am ever conscious of my sin… Purge
me with hyssop till I am pure; wash me till I am whiter than snow. (Psalm 51:1-4,9)
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And
during supper Jesus, knowing that the father had given all things into his hands, and that he had
come from God and was going to god, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am
doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me. Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.”
For he knew who was to betray him… (John 13:1-10)
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have
they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These
are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God and worship
him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more... (Revelation 7:13-16)
Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with
pure water. (Hebrews 10:22)
O you who believe, when you rise to pray, wash your faces and your hands as far as the elbow,
wipe your heads, and wash your feet to the ankle. If you are in a state of ceremonial impurity,
cleanse yourselves… Allah does not wish to burden you, but desires to purify you. (Al-Ma’idah 5:6)
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Purity And Plenty
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother
of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that
to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he
tells you.” Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each
holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled
them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So
they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine
after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus did this,
the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee… (John 2:1-10)

Depth: You have no bucket and the well is deep.
Where do you get that living water?
For My people have done a twofold wrong: They have forsaken Me, the Fount of living waters,
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, which cannot even hold water. (Jeremiah 2:13)
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing more
disciples than John”—although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized—he left
Judea and started back to Galilee. But he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a Samaritan
city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well
was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. A
Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples
had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew,
ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”
The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons
and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be
thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep
coming here to draw water.” (John 4:1-15)
And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these
three agree in one. (I John 5:8)
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Maybe YOU will remember
Remember Abraham, his heart poured out to you like water.
You blessed him, as a tree planted near water;
You saved him when he went through fire and water.
For Abraham’s sake, do not withhold water.
Remember Isaac, his birth foretold while angels drank cool water.
At Moriah his blood was almost spilled like water;
In the desert he dug deep to find springs of water.
For Isaac’s sake, grant the gift of water.
Remember Jacob, who with his staff forded Jordan’s water.
Gallantly he showed his love beside a well of water;
He struggled, victoriously, with a creature of fire and water.
For Jacob’s sake, do not withhold water.
Remember Moses, whose basket rocked in reeds and water.
In Midian he gave his sheep ample grass and water;
He struck the rock, and then the tribes drank sweet water.
For Moses’ sake, grant the gift of water.
Remember Aaron the priest and his ritual immersions in water.
On Yom Kippur he kept the rites with water;
He read from the Torah and bathed himself in water.
For Aaron’s sake, do not withhold water.
Remember Israel’s tribes, You brought them through water.
For their sake brackish marsh became sweet water;
Their descendants’ blood was spilled for You like water.
For the people Israel’s sake, grant the gift of water.
(Jewish prayer at the outset of the rainy season)

“The best form of charity is giving water (to drink).” (Hadith of the Prophet ﷺ, narrated by Ibn Majah)

We cause water to descend and thereby bring forth fruits of every kind. Thus We will bring forth
the dead. Maybe you will remember. (Quran 7:57)

You cause the wind to blow and the rain to fall.
Your lovingkindness sustains the living.
Your great mercies give life to the dead. (Jewish prayer during the rainy season)
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Dissolving History
He led me back to the entrance of the Temple, and I found that water was issuing from below the
platform of the Temple—eastward since the Temple faced east—but the water was running out
out the south of the altar under the south wall of the Temple. Then he led me out by way of the
northern gate and led me around to the outside of the outer gate that faces in the direction of the
east; and I found that water was gushing from under the south wall.

As the man went on eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a thousand
cubits and led me across the water; the water was ankle deep. Then he measured off another
thousand and led me across the water; the water was knee deep. He measured off a further
thousand and led me across the water; the water was up to the waist. When he measured yet
another thousand, it was a stream I could not cross; for the water had swollen into a stream that
could not be crossed except by swimming. “Do you see, O mortal?” he said to me; and he led me
back to the bank of the stream. As I came back, I saw trees in great profusion on both banks of
the stream. “This water,” he told me, “runs out to the eastern region, and flows into the Arabah;
and when it comes into the sea, into the sea of foul waters, the water will become wholesome.
Every living creature that swarms will be able to live where this stream goes; the fish will be
very abundant once these waters have reached there. It will be wholesome and everything will
live wherever this stream goes. Fishermen shall stand beside it all the way from En-gedi to Eneglaim; it shall be a place for drying nets; and the fish will be of various kinds and most plentiful,
like the fish of the Great Sea. But its swamps and marshes shall not become wholesome; they
will serve to supply salt. All kinds of trees for food shall grow up on both banks of the stream.
Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail; they shall yield new fruit every month, because
the water for them flows from the Temple. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for
healing.” (Ezekiel 47:1-12)
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Water Reflecting Abundance And Generosity
Imam Ahmad and Ibn Maajah narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas (may Allah be
pleased with him) that the Prophet (blessing and peace of Allah be upon him) passed by Sa’d
when he was doing wudoo/ritual washing, and he said, “What is this extravagance, O Sa’d?” He
said: “Can there be any extravagance in wudoo”? He said, “Yes, even if you are on the bank of a
flowing river.”
"Sa’d ibn Ubadah reported: He said, “O Messenger of Allah, the mother of Sa’d has died, so
what is the best charity I may give on her behalf?” The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings
be upon him, said, “Water.” Sa’d dug a well and said, “This is for the mother of Sa’d.” (Hadith:
Sunan Abu Dawud)

Ho, all who are thirsty, come for water, even if you have no money. (Isaiah 55:1)

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month. And the leaves of the
tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there anymore. But the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his
face and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light
of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
(Revelation 22:1-5)

Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To
the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. (Revelation 21:6)
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Maybe you will remember…

