Hidden Blessing

 ֶשׁאֲ פִ ילּוּ פְּ רוּטָ ה ֶשׁבַּ כִּ יס. גָּדוֹל יוֹם הַ גְּ ָשׁ ִמים:וְ אָמַ ר ַרבִּ י יִ ְצחַ ק
אַר ְצ� בְּ עִ תּ ֹו וּלְ בָ ֵרך אֶ ת כָּ ל מַ ע ֲֵשׂה
ְ  "לָתֵ ת ְמטַ ר: ֶשׁנֶאֱ מַ ר.ִֹמ ְתבָּ ֶרכֶת בּו
 אֵ ין הַ בְּ ָרכָה ְמצוּיָה אֶ ָלּא בְּ ָדבָ ר: וְ אָמַ ר ַרבִּ י יִ ְצחַ ק.(יב:י ֶָד�" )דברים כח
" � "יְ צַ ו ה' ִא ְתּ� אֶ ת הַ בְּ ָרכָ ה בַּ אֲ סָ מֶ י: ֶשׁנֶאֱ מַ ר.הַ סָּ מוּי ִמן הָ עַ יִ ן
 אֵ ין הַ בְּ ָרכָה ְמצוּיָה אֶ לָּא בְּ ָדבָ ר: ָתּנָא ְדּבֵ י ַרבִּ י יִ ְשׁמָ עאֵ ל.(ח:)דברים כח
� "יְ צַ ו ה' ִא ְתּ� אֶ ת הַ בְּ ָרכָה בַּ אֲ סָ מֶ י: ֶשׁנֶאֱ מַ ר.ֶֹשׁאֵ ין הָ עַ יִ ן שׁ ֹולֶטֶ ת בּו
.(ח:" )דברים כח
' יְ ִהי ָרצוֹן ִמלְּ פָ נֶי� ה: הַ נִּכְ נַס לָמוֹד אֶ ת גּ ְָרנ ֹו אוֹמֵ ר:ָתּנוּ ַרבָּ נָן
 לְ פִ י. הֲ ֵרי ז ֹו ְתּפִ ילַּת ָשׁוְ א,�יר
ַ ֵ מָ ַדד וְ אַחַ ר כַּך בּ.אֱ �הֵ ינוּ בַּ כְּ ִרי הַ זֶּ ה
ֶשׁאֵ ין הַ בְּ ָרכָ ה ְמצוּיָה �א בַּ ָדּבָ ר הַ ָשׁקוּל וְ �א בַּ ָדּבָ ר הַ מָּ דוּד וְ �א בַּ ָדּבָ ר
.הַ מָּ נוּי אֶ לָא בְּ ָדּבָ ר הַ סָּ מוּי ִמן הָ עַ יִ ן
Rabbi Isaac said: Great is the day of rains, for even a penny in the pocket is blessed/mit-barechet
on that day. As it says: [The Lord will open for you his bounteous store, the heavens,] to provide
rain for your land in season and to bless/l’varech all the works of your hands… (Deuteronomy
28:12).
And Rabbi Isaac also said: Blessing/beracha is not to be found except in that which is “siloed”—
hidden— from the eye. As it is said: The Lord will ordain blessings for you for that which is in
your silos (Deuteronomy 28:8).
It was taught in the school of Rabbi Ishmael: Blessing/beracha is not to be found except in that
which the eye does not control. As it is said: The Lord will ordain blessings for you for that
which is in your silos (Deuteronomy 28:8).
The Rabbis taught that one who enters the silo to count his grain says: May it be your will, O
Lord, our God, to send blessing/beracha to the work of our hands.
Once one has begun to count, one says: Blessed/baruch is the one who sends blessing/beracha
into this heap. If he had finished counting and then made a blessing/beracha, it was in vain
because blessing/beracha is not to be found in anything that has been weighed, measured or
counted but only in that which is “siloed”—hidden—from the eye.
(Babylonian Talmud Ta’anit 8b)

