Naming Hesed
"ו ִַתּ ְק ָרא ְשׁמוֹ משֶׁ ה
וַתּ ֹאמֶ ר
"יתּהוּ
ִ  ִמן הַ מַּ יִם ְמ ִשׁ-כִּ י
(י:)שמות ב
ו ִַתּ ְק ָרא ְשׁמוֹ משֶׁ ה
ִמכַּאן ַא ָתּה לָמֵ ד
ְשּׂ ָכ ָרן שֶׁ ל
גּוֹמלֵ י חֲ סָ ִדים
ְ
ַאף עַ ל פִּ י
שֶׁ הַ ְרבֵּ ה שֵׁ מוֹת
הָ יוּ לוֹ לְמשֶׁ ה
ל ֹא נ ְִקבַּ ע לוֹ שֵׁ ם
תּוֹרה
ָ ַבְּ כָל ה
ֶאלָּא שֶׁ ָק ַראתּוּ
בַּ ְתיָה בַּ ת ַפּ ְרעֹה
וְ ַאף הַ ָקּדוֹשׁ בָּ רוּ� הוּא
ל ֹא ְק ָר ָאהוּ
.בְ שֵׁ ם ַאחֵ ר

“And she called his name Moses
Saying
I drew/masha him from the water”
(Exodus 2:10)
And she called his name Moses
From here you learn
the reward of
those who act with kindness
even though
many names
were given to Moses
no name was fixed for him
in all of the Torah
other than the name given him by
Batya the daughter of Pharaoh
and even the blessed Holy One
did not call him
by any other name.

(Exodus Rabbah 1:26)

"תוֹרת חֶ סֶ ד עַ ל לְ שׁוֹנָהּ
ַ ְפָּתחָ ה בְּ חָ כְ מָ ה ו
ְ ָ מַ אי ִדּכְ ִתיב "פִּ יהּ:ָאמַ ר ַרבִּ י ֶאלְעָ זָ ר
תּוֹרה שֶׁ ֵאינָהּ שֶׁ ל חֶ סֶ ד? ֶא ָלּא
ָ תּוֹרה שֶׁ ל חֶ ֶסד וְ יֵשׁ
ָ כו(? כִ י יֵשׁ:)משלי לא
.תּוֹרה שֶׁ ֵאינָהּ שֶׁ ל חֶ סֶ ד
ָ  שֶׁ ל ֹא לִ ְשּׁמָ ה זוֹ ִהיא,תּוֹרה שֶׁ ל חֶ סֶ ד
ָ תּוֹרה ל ְִשּׁמָ ה זוֹ
ָ
Rabbi Elazar said: What is the import of the verse She opens her mouth with wisdom and the
Torah of hesed/loving kindness is on her tongue (Proverbs 31:26)? Is this to say that there is a
Torah of hesed and another Torah that is not of hesed? Rather, it teaches that Torah for its own
name’s sake is a Torah of hesed; if it is not for its own name’s sake, it is not a Torah of hesed.
(Sukkah 49b)

