
The Haggadah’s Four Children 

 

ִנים  ה בָּ עָּ בָּ ֶנֶגד ַארְּ ם וְּ כְּ כָּ ד חָּ ה.  ֶאחָּ ה תֹורָּ רָּ ם ִדבְּ ד תָּ ֶאחָּ ע וְּ שָּ ד רָּ ֶאחָּ
ד ֶשֵאינֹו  ֶאחָּ אֹול.יוְּ  ֹוֵדַע ִלשְּ

 

The Torah speaks about four children—one who is wise, one who is wicked, one who is simple, 

and one who does not know how to ask. 

 
ם ַמה הּוא אֹוֵמר?  כָּ ִטים ֲאֶשר ִצּוה ה' חָּ פָּ ַהִמשְּ ַהֻחִקים וְּ ֵעֹדת וְּ ה הָּ מָּ

ֶכם?   ֵאין ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶאתְּ ַסח ַעד: וְּ כֹות ַהפָּ ִהלְּ ר לֹו כְּ ה ֱאמָּ ַאף ַאתָּ וְּ
ן. ִטיִרין ַאַחר ֶהֶפַסח ֲאִפיקֹומָּ  ַמפְּ

 

What does the wise child say? What is the meaning of the decrees, the statutes and ordinances which the 

Lord your God has commanded you (Deuteronomy 6:20)? You should tell him some of the laws of 

Passover including that one should not go to any “afikoman/dessert” gatherings after the Passover ritual is 

concluded. 
 

ע ַמה הּוא אֹוֵמר?  שָּ ֶכם? רָּ ה ַהֹזאת לָּ ֲעבֹודָּ ה הָּ ִפי מָּ ֹלא לֹו.  ּולְּ ֶכם וְּ לָּ
ֵהה ֶאת ִשנָּיו  ה ַהקְּ ַאף ַאתָּ ר. וְּ ַפר ַבִעקָּ ל כָּ לָּ מֹו ִמן ַהכְּ ֶשהֹוִציא ֶאת ַעצְּ

ר לֹו:  ַרִים.  ַבֲעבּור ֶזה עָּ ֶוֱאמָּ ֵצאִתי ִמִמצְּ ה ה' ִלי בְּ ֹלא לֹו. ִאּלּו שָּ ִלי וְּ
ָאל. יָּה ִנגְּ ם, ֹלא הָּ יָּה שָּ  הָּ

 

What does the wicked child say?  What does this rite mean to you (Exodus 12:26)?  To you and 

not to him.  By taking himself out of the community he has violated the basic principle.  You 

should set his teeth on edge by saying to him: It is because of what the Lord did for me when I 

went free from Egypt (Exodus 13:8).  For me and not for him.  If he had been there, he would not 

have been redeemed. 

 

ם ַמה הּוא אֹוֵמר?  יו: ַמה ֹזאת? תָּ תָּ ֵאלָּ ָאַמרְּ ֹחֶזק יָּד הֹוִציָאנּו ה' וְּ בְּ
ִדים. ַרִים ִמֵבית ַעבָּ  ִמִמצְּ

 

What does the simple child say?  What does this mean? You shall say to him, It was with a 

mighty hand that the Lord brought us out of Egypt from slavery (Exodus 13:14). 

 

ַתח לֹו.  ֶשֶנֱאַמר:  אֹול, ַאת פְּ ֶשֵאינֹו יֹוֵדַע ִלשְּ ָך ַבּיֹום ַההּוא וְּ ִבנְּ תָּ לְּ ִהַגדְּ וְּ
ַרִים. ֵצאִתי ִמִמצְּ ה ה' ִלי בְּ שָּ  ֵלאֹמר ַבֲעבּור ֶזה עָּ

 

As for the one who does not know how to ask, you should begin.  As it says: And you shall tell 

your child on that day, it is because of what the Lord did for me when I went free from Egypt 

(Exodus 13:8). 


