THE JEWS
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The Jews are like photographs displayed in a picture window

all together various sizes, living and dead

brides and grooms, bar mitzvah boys and babies.

And there are pictures restored from old yellowed photos.
And from time to time they come and break the window
and burn the pictures. Then they begin

to photograph anew and to develop anew

and to display them once again pained and smiling.

Rembrandt painted them wearing Turkish

turbans adorned with brushed gold.

Chagall painted them hovering in the air

and I paint them like my father and mother.

the Jews are an ancient forest preserve

in which the trees stand crowded, and even the dead
cannot lie down. They lean, standing, on the living

and there is no difference between them. Except that fire
burns the dead more quickly.

And what about the matter of God? God remains

like the perfume of a beautiful woman who once passed
before them but they did not see her face,

only her fragrance remained, various fragrances

creator of various fragrances.

A Jewish man remembers the sukkah at his grandfather’s house.

And the sukkah remembers instead of him

the journey through the wilderness which remembers
the honeymoon days and the two stone tablets

and the gold of the golden calf and the thirst and the hunger
which remember Egypt.
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Yehuda Amichai
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager

And what about the matter of God? According to the

divorce agreement from the garden of Eden and from the Temple

God sees his children only once
each year, on Yom Kippur.

The Jews are not an historical people

not even an archeological people, the Jews
are a geological people with rifts

and collapses, strata and fiery eruptions.
Their generations must be measured

on another scale of measure.

The Jews are buffed by suffering and polished by affliction,
like pebbles on the sea shore.

The Jews are distinguished only by their death

as pebbles are distinguished from other stones:

When the mighty hand throws them,

they jump twice or three times

on the surface of the water before they drown.

Some time back | met a beautiful woman,
whose grandfather did my circumcision

a long time before she was born. I said to her,
You don’t know me and | don’t know you,
but we are the Jewish People,

your dead grandfather and | the circumcised and you the beautiful granddaughter

with golden hair: We are the Jewish people.

And what about the matter of God? Once we sang

“there is no God like ours” and now we sing, “there is no God of ours”

but we sing, we still sing.

Promoting the vital dialogue between classical Jewish texts & lived experience

www.sichaconversatio n.org

continuing the conversat




