The Bible That Belongs To Me
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| filtered out of the Scroll of Esther the sediment

Of crude joy and out of the Book of Jeremiah

The wail of pain in the guts. And out of

The Song of Songs the endless search

For love and from the the Book of Genesis

The dreams and Cain and out of Ecclesiastes

The despair and out of the Book of Job, Job.

And I pasted for myself from the remnants a new Bible.

I live censored and pasted and bounded and in tranquility.

A woman asked me last evening in the darkened

Street concerning the well being/peace of another woman
Who died not in her time and not in anyone’s time.

Out of great weariness | answered her:

She is well/at peace, she is well/at peace.

Yehuda Amichai
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager

Promoting the vital dialogue between classical Jewish texts & lived experience
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