Monumental Presence

 וַ יַּצֵּ ב ַי ֲעקֹב מַ צֵּ בָ ה."וַ ָתּמַ ת ָרחֵ ל וַ ִתּ ָקּבֵ ר בְּ ֶד ֶרך אֶ פְ ָרתָ ה ִהוא בֵּ ית לָחֶ ם
.(כ-יט:עַ ל ְקב ָֻרתָ הּ ִהוא מַ צֶּ בֶ ת ִקבְ ַרת ָרחֵ ל עַ ד הַ יּוֹם" )בראשית לה
 ִדּבְ ֵריהֶ ם,יקים
ִ  אֵ ין עו ִֹשׂין נְפָ שׁוֹת לַצַּ ִדּ:ַתּנִּי ַרבִּ י ִשׁ ְמעוֹן בֶּ ן גּ ְַמלִ יאֵ ל
.הֵ ם זִ כְ ר ֹונֵיהֶ ם
 אֶ לָּא,מָ ה ָראָה אָבִ ינוּ ַי ֲעקֹב לִ ְקבּוֹר אֶ ת ָרחֵ ל בְּ ֶד ֶרך אֶ פְ ָרת:ָדּבָ ר אַחֵ ר
 לְ פִ יכָ� ְקבָ ָרהּ ָשׁם.צָ פָ ה אָבִ ינוּ ַי ֲעקֹב ֶשׁהַ ָגּלֻיּוֹת ע ֲִתידוֹת ַלעֲבוֹר ָשׁם
 קוֹל בְּ ָרמָ ה: הָ ָדא הוּא ִדכְ ִתיב,כְּ ֵדי ֶשׁ ְתּהֵ א ְמבַ ֶקּ ֶשׁת ֲעלֵיהֶ ם ַרחֲ ִמים
.(יד:רוּרים ָרחֵ ל ְמבַ כָּ ה עַ ל בָּ נֶיהָ )ירמיה לא
ִ נ ְִשׁמָ ע נ ְִהי בְּ כִ י תַ ְמ
Rachel died and was buried on the road to Ephrat— now Bethlehem. And Jacob
affixed a fixed marker on her grave which remains the fixed marker of Rachel’s
grave to this very day (Genesis 35:19-20).
Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel taught: One does not make grave stones for the
righteous. Their words and deeds are their memorials.
Another way of considering the matter: What did our father Jacob perceive that
made him bury Rachel on the road to Ephrat? Our father Jacob foresaw that future
exiles would pass through that place. Therefore he buried her there in order that
she might pray for mercy on their behalf, as it is written: A cry is heard in
Ramah—wailing, bitter weeping—Rachel weeping for her children. [She refuses to
be comforted for her children who are gone. Thus said the Lord: Restrain your
voice from weeping, your eyes from shedding tears. There is a reward for your
labor—declares the Lord. They shall return from the enemy’s land. And there is
hope for your future—declares the Lord: Your children shall return to their
country.] (Jeremiah 31 14 [-17])
Genesis Rabbah 82:10

