The Power of Gathering the Ancestors

 ֶׁש ִהיא גַם אֲ נִי, הָ ָאחוֹת ֶׁשל אַ בָ א,ִמ ְריָם
.בָ ָאה לִ ְקרֹא ִש ִירים לְ פָ נַי
 ל ֹוגֶׁמֶׁ ת ּכו ִֹסית, מַ ְק ִשיבָ ה ל ִַש ִירים, ֶׁשגַם ִהיא אֲ נִי, ִאמָ ּה,וְ ִרבְ ָקה
.ּומחַ יֶׁכֶׁת
ְ
 ֶׁש ֺּכלָנּו אֲ נִי,וְ יו ְֹשבוֹת ְשל ְָש ֵּתנּו
....עַ ד ֶׁשאֲ נִי ָקמָ ה ָללֶׁכֶׁ ת
Miriam, my father’s sister, who is also me
came to recite poems to me.
And Rivka, her mother, who is also me, listens to the poems, sips a small cup
and smiles.
And the three of us sit, all of us are me
until I get up to go...
(Rivka Miriam translated by Rabbi Steven Sager)

Elijah would come regularly to the Bet Midrash of Rabbi [Yehudah haNassi]. One day—it was
Rosh Hodesh—Rabbi waited for him but he didn’t come. Later, he said to Elijah: Why did the
master fail to come? Elijah said: Until I awakened Abraham, washed his hands and he prayed
and then I laid him down again, the same for Isaac and then for Jacob [I ran out of time]. Rabbi
said: Why not wake them all at the same time?
Elijah said: I reasoned that their prayer would be so powerful that it would bring the Messiah
before his time. Rabbi said to Elijah: And are there those in this world who are like Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob? Elijah said: There is Rabbi Hiyyah and his sons. Rabbi decreed a fast and
Rabbi Hiyyah and his sons were appointed to descend to the reader’s podium [for on fast days
three people led the prayer and not just one]. He recited, Who causes the wind to blow and the
wind gusted; He recited, He causes the rain to fall, and the rain came; when he was about to say,
He revives the dead, the world trembled. They said in the heavens: Who has revealed mysteries
in the world? They said: Elijah. They brought Elijah and whipped him with sixty flaming
lashes. Elijah, in the guise of a fiery bear, went into that gathering and scattered them.
(Babylonian Baba Metzia 85b)

