
Sichat Rabbanim:  

Conversation
among Rabbis

A unique learning 
and professional 

development 
initiative for rabbis

Sichat Rabbanim is an initiative 
of Sicha, which promotes the 
vital ongoing dialogue between 
classical Jewish texts and 
modern life, enabling Jewish 
communities and their leaders 
to enlist the Jewish past in the 
service of the Jewish future.

Sichat Rabbanim is built upon 
the following proposition: 
Leaders better serve themselves 
and their communities when 
they bring timeless Jewish 
sources into conversation with 
a timely concern that is both 
personal and communal. Such 
a sustained conversation can 
create conditions wherein 
issues of belief, belonging, and 
practice take precedence over 
theory; learning becomes a 
matter of living.

What is Sichat 
Rabbanim?

For more information,  
visit www.sichaconversation.org

www.sichaconversation.org

1004 Watts Street
Durham, NC 27701

919.475.1056



The leader-who-learns, and who brings both imagination and 
experience into conversations with classical sources, models learning 
as a vital dynamic of ongoing, thoughtful, and creative Jewish life.

Rabbi Steven Sager, Ph.D., is the Rabbi 
Emeritus of Beth El Synagogue in Durham, 
NC, where he served for 32 years. Rabbi Sager 
has been a long time adjunct faculty member 
of the Duke Divinity School. He has served on 
the faculty of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College. He has taught and mentored rabbis 
at Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem, 
Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem, 
and the American Jewish University. Rabbi 
Sager is a past-president of the Greater 
Carolinas Association of Rabbis, serving that 
organization as scholar-in-residence and also 
directing its Rabbinic Retreat and its annual 
Interfaith Institute. He has served as scholar-
in-residence in many congregations across 
North America. 

Director of Sichat Rabbanim

• Prospective B’nei Sicha can fill out the 
Sichat Rabbanim application at  
www.sichaconversation.org. 

• The cost of Sichat Rabbanaim is 
$6,000 to be paid over a period of two 
years. The fee does not include the 
cost of Rabbi Sager’s visit. Fees may be 
negotiated according to need. 

• Contact Rabbi Sager at 
sichaconversation@gmail.com  
for more information.

Program Details

Conversations 
Throughout the Year
B’nei Sicha and former B’nei Sicha meet 
and learn together at on-line gatherings 
in which they share their own unique 
work, explore common themes, and share 
teaching and pastoral ideas. B’nei Sicha 
are invited to attend and help facilitate the 
learning at Sicha’s annual Shabbaton in the 
mountains of North Carolina.

Becoming a Sichat Rabbanim Learning 
Partner—a Ben/Bat Sicha
Sichat Rabbanim offers two-year learning 
partnerships to help individual rabbis become more 
engaged, reflective learners. Our participants, B’nei 
Sicha, become leaders who model learning as the 
thoughtful, creative, ongoing conversation between 
classical Jewish texts and lived experience. An 
applicant must be the acknowledged leader of a 
Jewish community ready to pursue an individually 
crafted theme that promises to sustain a year-long 
inquiry leading to a community project in the 
second year. Participating communities bring Sichat 
Rabbanim Director, Rabbi Steven Sager, as a scholar-
in-residence one weekend over the two year period 
in order to support, celebrate, and strengthen the 
important partnership of learning shared by a leader 
and community.

First Year: Learning with Imagination 
Together with Sicha Director, Rabbi Steven Sager, 
each Ben/Bat Sicha follows an individually crafted 
course of learning—a sustained inquiry into a 
subject where the fires of personal growth and 
imagination burn hot. Partnered learning with Rabbi 
Sager takes place weekly for an academic year. The 
learning partnership takes place in person, by Skype, 
by phone, or by other electronic means.

Second year: Teaching with Animation 
In the second year, B’nei Sicha create community 
projects that stand at the intersection of their 
personal learning and community relevance. 
Advisors from within the Sicha network are 
available to offer support, advice, and further 
learning appropriate to the individual project.


